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PROPOSALS 


For Laying 


A TAX upon DOGS 
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Humbly addreſſed to the Honourable 


Houſe of Commons. 
$+$$4S | 


Gee 
2 . Humbly hope, that the 


10: Duty which 1 owe to my 
King and Country will 
oh 88 be a ſufficient Plea to ex- 


cuſe me for thus preſuming to addreſs 
mylelt to You. Every Subject indeed, 
who is a Lover of either, ought to 
contribute whatever lies in his Power 
A 2 3 


(4) 

to advance theWelfare and Proſperity 
of his Fellow-Subjedts ; eſpecially at 
a time when his Majeſty is involy'd 
in a War againſt thoſe who are Ene- 

mies to the Crown and Kingdom of 
Great Britain. At ſuch a time, I ſay, 
no Man can juſtly be thought a Friend 
to his King and Country, if he is 
really convinced in his Mind that he 
knovs any thing that may tend to the 
important Good of either, and does 
not communicate it to the Publick. 

Permit me then, GENTLEMEN, thus 
to apply myſelf to You, who repre- 
ſent the whole Commons of Great 
Britain, and whoſe Judgment and Au- 
thority are neceſſarily required, in 
order to make any good and whole- 
ſome Law for the Kingdom. 


As his Majeſty is now engap'd in 
a War, there muſt of neceſſity be great 
Sums of Money wanted to ſupport it, 

| . and 


(5) 
and every Freeholder and Trader ot 
| Great Britain muſt needs be ſenſible of 
the many and heavy T axes, which are 
already laid upon the Subjects of this 
Realm, and of the many more, which, 
it the War continues, muſt ſtill be 
laid. And therefore, even a private 
and oſeure Perſon may ſurely be al- 
low'd to propoſe the propereſt ways 
and means he can think of, for raiſ- 
ing Money for the Benefit of the Go- 
vernment, with the: leaſt Inconveni- 
-erice: of eunibrndce 0 his Fellow. 


| 


; — eee 1 FRETS 
hope, that the Scheme which I fhall 


now propoſe, will raiſe to his Majeſ- 
ty o Jeſs than the annual Su Sum ot 
1 probably Lee up- 
on a Nuſance, which it will be for 
the Good of the Nation in general, 
and without any real Damage to any 
parti- 
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particular Perſons,” to have regulated 


and redreſſed. It is, GENTLEMEN, 
by laying a Tax upon Dogs, in ſuch 


a manner, as, without infringing the 
Liberty of the Subject, to reſtrain ma- 
ny groſs and growing Evils, and from 
thence to derive an eminent Ad van- 
tage to the Public. This, GBNTLE- 
MEN, I hope to make appear by the 
following Eſſay; and thereby to ap- 
prove myſelf a deſerving Subject to 


my King, and a beneficent Friend to 


my Country. And in ſuch a Caſe, I 
doubt not but that You, GN TIR - 
MEN, will be heartily and zealouſſy 
diſpos d to n ſo uſeful a Scheme 
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For Laying 


A TAX up DOGS. 


the Reaforablenels of lay- 
| ing a Tax upon Dogs are 
many : But it will tufhce to ſpecity 
only a tew of them. 


Even the Labourer, who gets his 
Bread by the Sweat of his Brows, and 
the Stroer, who begs it from Door to 
Door, will waſte and conſume a great 
Part of it upon their Dogs; one or 


more of which they will each of them 


conltantly keep, even in this great 
Scarci- 
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Scarcity of Corn. This is We of the 


Inconveniencies, which ariſe from 
ſuffering all Men to have full and free 
Liberty to keep as many of theſe 


uſeleſs Animals as they pleaſe ; even 


tho' they want Bread tor the Sup- 
port ot their Families. 


Another Inconvenience is, That 


the public Roads are intelted by great 
Numbers of thoſe Curs, and that by 


their barking, and flying at Hories 
Heels, the Travellers very often have 


dangerous Falls ; that they trequent- 


ly break Bones, and {ſometimes loſe 
their Lives. 


A third Inconvenience is, That in 
peſtilential Times, theſe — as the 


| Learned obſerve, convey and ſcatter 
abroad the Malignity : And, if God 
ſhould pleaſe to vifit us with the 
Plague, as ot late Years he has done 


to 
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the fewer of theſe Animals are bred, 


the better it will be for the Commun: 
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m thefe mill chievqus Animals,” in 

55 and "{poiling their Sficep and 
Latnbs, than 0,000 or, 12,000 l. pe: er 

Ann. Nay farther; Tf muchq veſtion, 
whether, if 1 public egi was th 
be kept i in each Town and Pariſh, 'of 

the Dama iges of that kind luſtained, 


they might ib come to double that 
Sum. f Pos i ng *'\ h 1 
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A florence ito, from 


the unreſtiaine Liberty for al Fer- 
fois to kecß as Hany Dogs as tlie) 


B pleaſe, 
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pleaſe, is, the abominable Practice of 


Poaching; which the meaner Sort of 


People are very much inclin'd to, and 
which the Scheme I would propoſe, 
it paſs'd into a Law, would in a great 
Meaſure prevent. For ſhould any 
Labourer or Artificer preſume to pay 
for any Dog or Dogs, without hay- 


_ ing any evident Buſineſs, except that 
ot Poaching, he would ſoon be pub- 


lickly mark'd out by his Neighbours, 
and eaſily detected tor ſuch an iniqui- 
tous Practice. And theretore, GEN- 
TLEMEN, I humbly preſume, that by 
taking the Dogs out of the Hands 
ot ſuch People, the Game will in a 
great Meaſure be preſerved, and of 
Conſequence | become plentitul again, 
to the no {mall Joy and Satisfaction of 
every Britiſh Gentleman, whois a Lo- 
ver of Sport. For it is farther to be 
obler w d upon this Head, that whilſt 


every Man or Woman, who get their 
Bread 
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Bread by their Labour, are at full Li- 
berty to keep what Dog or Dogs they 
pleaſe, without the leaſt Controulment 
or Interruption ; they being eonſtant- 
ly in the Fields in the breeding Seaſon, 
their Dogs ſuck the Eggs of the Par- 
tridges and Pheaſants, and deſtroy all 


manner of young Game. And I pre- 


ſume that Numbers of Dogs are kept 
by the poorer Sort of People, for no 
other uſe, but to hunt the Covers, 
and drive the Hares into Wires and 
Snares: So that I may venture to aſ- 
ſure you, GENTLEMEN, that thole 
little whifling Curs deſtroy more 
Game in one ſhape or other, than can 
poſſibly come to your Tables. Nov: 


The fixth and laſt Fern 
ſhall mention, as ariſing fr om the un- 
reſtrained Liberty for all perſons to 
keep as many Dogs as they pleaſe, is, 
the 11 Danger of Madneſs, 

which 


( (12, 1 
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miqſt ſt ſo, great a, cap i, 0 thoſe, I 
Afimal hrand jc which t hey are apt. 
e 920 0 only al wi of Cattle, 
bus rations] 5 a This | is, 


cannot but fp Ne e A pprehen-. 
ſion ot. And as yg this his 1 
has been deprived of many o 

moſt ee Loyal Subjects, lo. 


paß the in dom, in Proportion, loſt 


a prea 0 tits Stre th. and Sup⸗ 
ob ſa Reg 6 like a 4 95 1 ; 
has ameti es wept away Men, W 

men, and 3 ildren ar once, and 3 | 
by o accaſ ned the molt inconſolable 
Sorrow and. Lamentation in in Families 


This then, ENTLEMEN, is ſuch a 


deplorable | Caſe, that it loudly. calls 


upon you to provide ſome. Remedy, 
2 "far a as is in os Power to prevent a 


it. And tl is 0 1010 in a great 


Meaſure be ebe 1 leffeping.the, 
great 
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arge Nowbrr: of Dogs, in purſuance, 
ot the Sch ewe whict ha. am now lee . 
108. before Yu, * 7 L ' alr; 131 7100 

| Now; GaxrL.eMER, Eould o not, 


be upderſtood as it | intended,a gene-, 
ra) Taxation, upon Dogs, but. upon; 


tuch ogly, as. with proper Regul atiqns, 


and KReſtrictions, may, probably put a, 
very conliger; able [top to, if not wholly , ' 
remove theſe ſeveral Inconveniences; 
For were l. ta propole it to be gene: 8 
ral, the Liberty, ot. the Subject might. 
then well be pleaded again it. What. 
I wot? bf upon 15, that, all Men. 
who can be thought to have, 
per Bufineſs fora Dog, ſhall be: at their 
full aug tree. 1550 to keep one, 
withour bring, een de mes, 
bog chat, it chey, keep, mare, they, 
hall pay a certain, Tax 11 all of the! 2 
eres One... Anh) 15 is Meth 
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great meaſure be redreſſed, it not en- 
tirely prevented. For by laying a 
Conſiderable Tax upon all that ſhall 
be kept except one in a Family, where 


it ſhall be thought neceſſary or requi- 


ſite, one half of them, 1 preſume, will 
be deftroy'd, and for the future the 

will not be permitted to encreale be- 
yond a reaſonable Number. And yet, 
I humbly hope, that this reaſonable 
and limited Number will, according 
to the Scheme which J propoſe to 
have paſs'd into a Law, be a means 


of raiſing to his Majeſt not Jels 
than the Annual Sum we 22 or 


But beſides the Advantage which 


may accrue to the Kingdom, by re- 
dueing the Number of thoſe offenſive 
and miſchievous Creatures, as it will 
in a great Meaſure prevent the ill 
Conſequences before mentioned; the 

re- 
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remaining part of them will I preſume, 
be leſs liable to become a Nuſance and 
Detriment to the Public, inaſmuch 
when People pay for their Dogs, they 
will take better care of them, and 
keep them within due Bounds. 


And now, GENTLEMEN, it ought 


to be conſidered who ſhall be thought 


proper Perſons to keep a Dog, and 
who not ; inaſmuch as every Free- 
born Briton, who hath any thing of 
Value to loſe, may plead a general 
Right to keep a Dog, for the Preſer- 
vation of hys Goods and Property, 
Firſt then, I think that all Men who 
occupy Lands to the Value of 'Ten 
Pounds a Year; or, ſecondly, all who 
have any Trade which may require 


the uſe of a Dog; ſuch as Tanners, 
Curriers, Fellmongers, Butchers, and 


the like; that all (uch Perſons, I ſay, 
ſhould haye full and free Liberty to 
keep 


5 
one Dog, and otic Only y, and! thats to be 
debe Koßefl. Lich 83000 Böôunds. 
But that all Pp who ſHall' from 
hente forward Keep more Dogs than 
one, ör fl. who Mat not be entitled 

by this deffred- Act to Kłep any, Mall 

yy or cauſe to be paid the yearly 
oof five Shilfings'for*every fach 
Dog, by two Ralf ſearly Pay Heß 
that is to ſay, ut the Time 0 Tims 
when the Ear and Window Tadés 


tall be collected; and that the Sem 
or Sums which ſhall become due by 


this AR; Mall be paid to the Receiver. 
General of each County, Who {Hall 
have fall rant to "take and d kerle 
I | ul ics eee 


0" « 60 Y 
* 1 as be ls önderocd 
as if ! intended that ſuch Gentletnen, 


us do or tall ihr to Keep 
Packs of Dogs; 'Thbuld*be!obliged to 


piy the'exatt Sum ot five * 
tor 
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for every fingle Dog : For by pay- 
ing the Sum ot five Pounds, or what 
other general Sum you ſhall judge fit; 
by two halt-yearly Payments as a- 
bove-mention'd, ſuch GENTLEMEN, 
I-think, ſhould have full and free Li- 
berty to keep what Number of Dogs 


they. pleaſe. 


Nor do I hereby intend, that this 
Scheme (hall impede or break thro' 
the late Game- Act: For ſhould any 
Perton or Perſons, who are not duly 
quality'd by the Game-A& above- 
mention'd, pay or cauſe to be payed - 
the Sum of five Pounds, or any o- 
ther general Zum to qualify them to 
keep what Dogs they pleaſe ; this 
ſhould no way exempt them from 
the Penalties therein inflicted, for 
Killing or Hunting atter Game. 


en And 
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And farther, that no Corruption 
may be practiſed, in order to defeat 
his Majeſty of the Benefit ot this De- 
fir'd Act, by the fraudulent Pretence 
that ſuch or ſuch a Dog is kept for 
ſuch or ſuch a Gentleman; I ſhould 
think it neceſſary, that a Certificate 
in Writing ſhould be produced by all 
Perſons whoalledgeany ſuch Pretence, 
ſignitying under the Hands of ſuch 
Gentlemen, that the Dogs in queſ- 
tion are theirs, and that they pay 
for keeping the fame; and that the 
{aid Certificate ſhould be approved of 
by the Commiſſioners (who ſhall be 


the ſole Judges in this Affair) at the 


Time and Place of their Sitting ; and 
that ſuch Certificate ſhould ſtand good 
but for one Year, and that ſuch Dog 
or Dogs, ſo kept, ſhould remain in 
ſuch Perſons Hands but for one Yer, 


it longer, the Perſon or Perſons w!:0 
keeps 
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keeps ſuch Dog or Dogs ſhall pay for 


the lame. Provided always, that no 
Perlon or Perlons ſhall be thought pro- 
per to give ſuch Certificate or Certifi- 
cates, but ſuch Gentlemen who pay 


the Sum of five Pounds per Annum as 
atoreſaid. | 


And for making this Law more 


_ efleGual, I humbly propoſe, that in or- 


der to aſcertain the Number of Dogs 
kept in each Town, Pariſh, or Tyth- 
ing, the Tythingman of every Place 
ſhall make a true and perfe& Liſt of 
all the Dogs kept in theſame, together 
with the Names of the Owners, the 
yearly Value of the Lands they occu- 
py, or of their ſeveral Trades or Em- 
ployments; that ſuch Liſts ſhall be 
potted up in the moſt public Place in 
each Town, Pariſh, or Tything, ten 
Days betore the Time of the Sitting 
ot the Commiſſioners; that it any 

Perſon 
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Perſon ſhall endeayour to ſecrete, con- 
ceal, or keep private any Dog or Dogs 
at the Time of making ſuch Public 
Lifts, every ſuch Perſon upon Convic- 
tion thereof, ſhall forfeit ten Pounds, 
the one Moiety to the Informer, and 
the other to the Poor of ſuch Town, 
Pariſh, or Tything, where ſuch Of- 


Hence is committed; that a Duplicate 


of every ſuch Lift ſhall be deliver'd 
by the Tythingman, upon Oath, to 
the Commiſſioners of the Land Tax, 
at the Time and Times of their Sit- 
hall be the ſole Judges, who ſhould, 

and who ſhould not, keep a Dog; 


and that the Money ariſing from this 


intended Act, ſhall be collected by the 
Collectors of the Land and Window 
Tax, and recover'd, in cate Payment 


be ad in the ſame manner as 


44 10 
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But whereas there are a Set of 
Strollers, who go by the Name of 
Gypſies and Tinkers, who always keep 
a Number of thoſe miſchievous Ani- 
mals, and undoubtedly with no other 
View but to kill Sheep, Lambs, and 
Fowls, and to rob Gentlemens Coney 
Warrens, Oc. Therefore | humbly 
think it might not be amiſs to add à 
Clauſe in this intended Act, to im- 
power each and every Officer, vix. 
Conſtables, Church- Wardens, and 
Overſeers of the Poor, of each and e- 
very Town, Pariſh, and Tything, to 
take and deſtroy all manner of Dogs, 
that ſhall be found in the Hands of 
thole Strollers, or any others, who 
have no Place ot Abode. 


. 


9 — — it it ſhould 
be thought needtul to add one Officer 
in every County, his Bufineſs ſhould 
22 be, 
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be, to attend the Sittings in every 
Diviſion, to ſee that the Law be du- 


ly executed, according to the true 
Intent and Purport of this intended 


Act; and to bn ſuch Lifts as ſhall 

kite Approbation of the Commiſ- 
boners and himſelf be thought pro- 
per; which Liſts, being ſo ſign d, 
ſunould be return'd to the Receiver- 
General of each County, and be 
deem d a ſufficient Warrant and Au- 
thority for him to receive the Money 
ariſing from this Act. And for ſuch 
Receipt the ſaid Receiver, and the 
Receivers General, and each and eve- 
ry ot them, ſhould have the ſame Sal- 
lary, in proportion, as they have for 
the Land and Window Taxes. And 
the Receivers: General, and each and 
every of them, ſhould from time to 
timerillow to each and every Collec- 
tor uf the ſevetal Towns, Pariſhes, 
and Tythingte, the Sum of 'Three- 
20 pence 
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pence in the Pound, for all Sums of 
Money by * or them o 3 


And * this d AR, if 
it takes place, will cauſe a greater 
Burthen of -__- to, the tlemen 


Commibanssd w on: the 


ſame; And as they have no Stipend or 


Salary for the Buſineſs they already 
do, I humbly preſume it might not be 
amiſs, to ſettle one on this Occaſion, 
and that in each and every Diviſion; 

which Salary, I humbly think, ſhould 
not be lels than one Pound and ten 
Shillings for each and every Day of 
their Sitting ; and ſuch Gentlemen, 
who ſhould then and there attend, 


ſhould , equally divide the ſame be- 


tween themſelves ; that ſuch Sum or 
Sums ſhould be paid by the Receiver- 
General of each and every County, 
and they to be allow'd the ſame in 
their Accompts. 

And 
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preſume, nay, I make no Doubt, but 
that the ſaving Method laid down in 
this Scheme will bring into his Ma- 
we Excheguer the afo 3 id yearly 


or Al. and 
Anfwep all other Ends. propoſed. 
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